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had its consequences through the entire Roman
Communion. He was in constant and intimate
touch with Cardinal Gibbons, and it was largely
owing to the English and the American digni-
taries that the Pope himself gave the long and
careful attention to the condition of the working
classes which resulted in the publication of the
famous encyclical Rerum Novarum in the summer
of 1891. Abbot Butler says in his life of Ulla-
thorne :

" Earlier perhaps than most, he [Manning]
realised the inequalities and injustices of the
actual modern social system, built up on
industrialism, commercialism, machinery, un-
bridled competition, and the old-fashioned aca-
demic political economy ; and he was one of the
first to raise his voice in protest against the
un-Christian character of it all. His protest
told not only in England but in Rome, and as one
of the greatest achievements of his life must it
be reckoned that it was he who, along with
Cardinal Gibbons of Baltimore, encouraged Leo
XIII to issue the great Encyclical of his Pontifi-
cate, the Rerum J^ovarum^ on the Conditions of
Labour, the formulation of Catholic teaching on
the economic troubles that are vexing the world
to-day."
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